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The Effect of Fairness Perception on Peasants

Participation in "New Rural Pension Insurance Program"
—Evidence from the 2015 Chinese General Social Survey

ZHENG Xiongfei HUANG Yizhuo

Abstract: Fairness and justice are the core value pursuits and the action guides of human society. The
public’s perception of fairness has direct impacts on national economic and social systems and even the
identification of political legitimacy. Behavior is a function of attitude, and fairness perception is an
explanatory variable of public cooperation behavior as well as a key indicator of national governance
capabilities.Based on the theories of social comparison, procedural justice and attribution, and combined
with CGSS2015 survey data,this study explores the implications of society fairness,opportunity fairness,
administrative enforcement fairness and result fairness to the participation of new rural pension insurance
system.The results show as follow: for all the samples, the perception of result fairness has the most
significant positive effect, followed by the fairness perception of administrative enforcement, then the
overall social perception of fairness;the perception of opportunity fairness has no statistically significant
impact on peasants’ participation in insurance.Policy efficiency is subject to subjective fairness.In the sub
samples divided into different income levels, people’s public cooperation behavior varies with the sensitivity
of the fairness perception in different dimensions; the economically disadvantaged not only concern the
factual gains,but also attach importance to the opportunity equity and process equity related to outcomes.

Key words: airness perceptions of society, participation in insurance, multidimensional fairness, new

rural pension insurance program
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