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A Study on the Changes of Family Welfare Policy in South
Korea in the Context of Low Fertility Crisis

[South Korea] Kim Byungcheol, [South Korea] Do Namhee
(School of Labor and Human Resources, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China; Korea Institute of

Child Care and Education, Division of Policy Research, Seoul 045351, Korea)

Abstract: This paper aims to review the current situation and causes of the low fertility crisis in South
Korea, analyzes the Korean government's fertility policy over the past 15 years, and reviews the Korean
government's strategy for coping with the low fertility crisis. Over the past decade, although the Korean
government has implemented a series of policies to encourage birth, with demographic changes such as late
marriage and late childbirth being the most important factors affecting childbirth, the fertility rate has not
recovered and the total fertility rate has fallen. In this regard, this paper reviews the policy efforts of the past
15 years to address the low fertility rate. It examines the outlines of the basic plans for the health home, the
basic plan for low fertility rate and aging, the mid- to long-term care plan, the early childhood education
development plan, and the basic plan for the children's policy. In addition, we will explore the causes of low
fertility in South Korean society and seek insights, in order to enhance the effectiveness of future fertility
policies and suggest implications for future policies.

Key words: low fertility crisis; family welfare; fertility policy; policy reform; South Korea
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