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Changes in Attitudes towards Responsibility in Child Care in Japan

Zhang Jiyuan
(School of Public Administration, F.ast China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: With the declining birth rate, governments' responsibility in child care is becoming increasingly
important. Consecutive guidance and intervention by social policy is indispensable. Meanwhile, the trans-
formation of citizens' attitudes is also crucial. Using textual and logistic regression analysis, this study dis-
cusses the changing responsibility awareness of child care in Japan from both the government's and citizens'
perspectives. In 2010, the government of Japan finally entered the period of active and systematic child care,
following the period of inactive and selective child care and the period of tentative universal child care. And
with the increase in the female employment rate, the citizen's attitude towards the responsibility of child care
also changed. Child care is considered as part of social care policy, rather than as part of family policy. Chi-
na is experiencing declining birthrate and child care problems similar to Japan, thus Japan's experience
sheds some light on China’s social policy reform.

Key words: child care; child welfare services; social welfare attitude; social policy
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