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Coverage Rate and Income Effect of Pension Insurance on the
Migrant Population in Flexible Employment

Zhao Jianguo, Zhou Deshui
(School of Public Administration, DongBei University of Finance and Economics, Dalian 116025, China)

Abstract: The participation in pension insurance of the floating population in flexible employment is
not only the economic decision of individuals, but also a problem in achieving a universal social secu-
rity system. This article uses the endogenous switching regression model (ESRM) and propensity score
matching method (PSM) to analyze the coverage rate and income effect of pension insurance for float-
ing population in flexible employment from the national dynamic monitoring data of the floating popu-
lation survey in 2016. First, the study finds that the floating population flexible in employment enrolled
in the pension insurance as a whole showed strong heterogeneous return on revenue, especially those
with higher education level, cross-provincial migration and longer working hours. Second, the average
treatment effect shows that the enrollment in pension insurance increased the net income of the floating
population in flexible employment by 2.86%. Third, the robustness test shows that pension insurance
can significantly increase the income level of the floating population. Therefore, it is necessary to fur-
ther extend the pension insurance to the floating population in flexible employment, expand knowledge
of the pension insurance and promote the portability of the insurance scheme, in order to facilitate the
access and remove the institutional barriers to the participation of the floating population in urban pen-
sion insurance scheme.

Key words: floating population in flexible employment; pension insurance; income; Endogenous

Switching Regression Model
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