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Legislation on Health Insurance in Selected
Countries and Its Implications

HUA Ying

(Institute of Population and Labor Economics, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

[ Abstract] As an indispensable pillar of the modern social security system, health insurance is
meanwhile an integral part of social security legislation. The development of China’s social health insur-
ance system is at a crucial stage; thus it is necessary for China to learn from the experience of the select-
ed pioneering countries regarding health insurance legislation, namely Germany, South Korea, Japan.
The commonality of medical insurance legislation and practice in Germany, Japan, and South Korea lies
in the fact that the three countries are preceded by legislation, empowered by the law, with clear respon-
sibilities, strong operability of legal provisions, and timely amendment of the law while maintaining sys-
tem stability, highlighting mandatory implementation, the principles of participation, reasonable sha-
ring of responsibilities, mutual assistance and solidarity, as well as sound relevant legal support. The
personalities of the three countries of Germany, Japan, and South Korea are different in the form of uni-
fied systems, different handling mechanisms, and different insurance payment ranges. Taking typical
countries as a mirror, China needs to accelerate the construction of the medical insurance legal system
and provide specific legal regulations for the operation of the system by formulating a special medical in-
surance law; and effectively relieve the worries of the whole country for medical treatment, follow the
principle of combining rights and obligations, and establish a reasonable responsibility sharing mecha-
nism. Adhering to the nature of mutual assistance and solidarity and maintaining the unity of the basic
medical insurance system are its due meaning.

[Key words] Germany; Japan; South Korea; Legislation on Health Insurance; Implications
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