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Social Law in China: Review, Problem and
Strategy for Construction

ZHENG Gong—cheng
(China Association of Social Security, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

[Abstract] Social law is an integral part of the socialist legal system with Chinese characteristics. It
is a legal sector that entitles citizens to a variety of social rights and promotes social fairness and justice.
The construction of social law in People’s Republic of China began in the early 1950s, and with the
process of reform and opening up, it began to enter the phase of system construction in the mid—1990s,
yielding great achievements so far. In general, however, it still lags behind, being a weakness among
the seven main legal sectors in China. The status quo of China’s social law construction not only manifes-
ted itself as the incomplete legal system, but also as poor quality of the existing laws, which is far away
from the requirements of social development in the new era, and in fact affects the protection of citizens’
social rights and the development of social construction. Thus, it is necessary to speed up the pace of so-
cial law construction. The basic strategy for China’s social law construction is to establish scientific legis-
lation concept and fundamental principle, ensure good overall planning and top—level design, attach e-
qual importance to both legislation and law revision, genuinely practice public— participated legislation
and democratic legislation, and put high importance on the opinions of experts and scholars from special-
ized fields, striving to build a complete social law system with Chinese characteristics by 2035, so as to
provide strong protection for the realization of citizens” social rights and for China’s social construction
and social development.

[Key words] Social Law; Historical Review; Problem Analysis; Strategy for Construction
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