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From Anti — Absolute Poverty to
Anti — Relative Poverty: The Upgrade of Social Assistance Goal

ZHANG Hao — miao
( School of Public Administration  Sichuan University Chengdu 610064 China)

Abstract: In 2019 the Fourth Plenary Session of the 19th Central Committee of the CPC proposed for the first time
to consolidate the achievements in poverty alleviation and to establish a long — term mechanism to solve relative pov—
erty. It requires that the goal of social assistance should be upgraded from the original anti — absolute poverty to anti
— relative poverty and develop into one of the important long — term mechanisms to deal with relative poverty. The
upgrade of social assistance goals in China is the realistic requirement of the anti — poverty strategy the necessary
condition for the weak to be supported and the intrinsic need for the development and perfection of social assis—
tance. It should be recognized that there are many challenges for the upgrade of social assistance goals including
the lack of relative poverty governance function and experience the constraints of social assistance management and
operation and the pressure from relevant external environmental factors. In view of this it is necessary to reform
the poverty standard and the social assistance qualification recognition mechanism increase the assistance service
and improve the social assistance treatment standard reform the management and operation mechanism of social as—
sistance and build a more inclusive social assistance system in accordance with the requirements of combating rela—
tive poverty.
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