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On the Rationality and Implementation of a Confucian Charity View

He Gengcui
(College of Philosophy, North-West Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu 730070, China)

Abstract: Confucianism advocates the charity concept of "ren ai", with classical humane thinking as
its theoretical basis. The Confucian charity concept is embodied in China's political and ruling practic-
es, most prominently as loving the people. This is also the requirement of Confucianism for rulers.
Various official activities of helping the needy from the pre-Qin to the Qing dynasties show the charity
views and policies of ancient rulers. These activities also demonstrate how those in power attached im-
portance to promoting the good of the common people and benevolent governance. Moreover, in the
governance of social states, charity was not the sole responsibility of the government. The group of
"xiang shen", who were deeply influenced by Confucian culture and were active in rural and civil af-
fairs, took the initiative to help the villagers and solve their problems, and thus jointly carried out tra-
ditional charity activities with the government.

Key words: Confucianism; charity; ren ai (benevolence); putting people first
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