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The Meaning, Limitations and Behavioral Choice of
Philanthropy Marketization

Zhu Guangming
(School of Politics and Public Administration, Shandong University, Qingdao 266237, China)

Abstract: Burgeoning Chinese philanthropy is closely connected with the development and transfor-
mation of Chinese society. People have many thoughts on the paradigm and direction of philanthropy
development, and "Philanthropy Marketization" is one of the most controversial issues. The lack of
consensus among the various propositions of "philanthropy marketization" is rooted in people's differ-
ent attitudes towards the non-profit principle of philanthropy, which highlights the influence of capital's
logic on the development of modern philanthropy, and fits the path and appeal of contemporary Chi-
nese market economy. Besides, one cannot ignore the existence of "market failure", nor exaggerate the
value and applicability of "marketization" as methodology. Based on these analyses and discussions
above, the paper puts forward proposals that the philanthropy community should establish a pragmatic
and stable concept of philanthropy development, design a scientific and reasonable appraisal system of
philanthropy performance, establish a rational and standardized mechanism of accountability, and set
up a "firewall" system against over-marketization. The fundamental principle and wise attitude of "Phi-
lanthropy marketization" is to follow the basic logic and development path of philanthropy, with ap-
propriate reference to the market paradigm.

Key words: philanthropy marketization; limitations; behavioral choice
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