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Exploring Participatory Anti—poverty Approaches from
the Perspective of Sustainable Livelihoods

Wang Yi
(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: In the practice of poverty alleviation, China tends to emphasize rights but neglect obliga-
tions. This tendency is a result of the conflict between the framework of sustainable livelihoods and the
modern concept of poverty. Since 2020, facing new forms and structures of poverty, the social partici-
pation approach is a possible solution to this conflict. The idea of "participation-based poverty allevia-
tion" can connect the framework of sustainable livelihoods with the modern concept of poverty
through social participation, fully involve the poor population in the governance of poverty, cultivate a
sense of being stakeholders and having responsibilities, and improve individuals and households' abili-
ties to eliminate poverty. In this way, a conventional and sustainable strategy of poverty governance
can take shape, which strikes a balance between rights and obligations and covers both urban and rural
areas so that everyone can live a fulfilling life.

Key words: poverty; sustainable livelihoods; social participation; participatory anti-poverty
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