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The Institutional Evolution and Improvement of Mutual-help for
the Elderly System in Rural China

Zhong Renyao,Wang Jianyun,Zhang Jiyuan

Abstract: Rural mutual-help for the elderly can make up for the existing old-age security in rural areas to
ensure the life quality of rural residents. However, there are many problems such as unclear positioning,
unsustainable funding, lack of management norms and lack of professional services. According to the new
institutionalism theory ,from the two dimensions of universality and stability , it is found that rural mutual-help is
in the process of institutionalization from the spontaneous and disorderly practice to the development of an
orderly , standardized , stable and universal model of mutual-help and old-age support. However,in this process
of institutionalization , there are cultural difficulties, organizational difficulties, and rule difficulties such as the
deviation of mutual-help value, the shortage of capital and personnel,and the imbalance of structural functions.
We need to integrate existing rural community resources, look for diversified sources of funding and guarantee
the support of personnel, thus improving the existing old-age security system in rural areas.

Key words: elderly care in rural China, mutual-help for the aged,elderly in rural areas,institutionalization
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