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Ageing in Place: Factors and Policy Choice

Shi Cheng
(Department of Social Work and Social Administration, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong,

999077, China)

Abstract: Based on the ethics and jurisprudence of old-age security, and the theory of social need and eco-
logical model of adaptation and ageing, this paper builds an analysis framework from the perspective of the
elderly, the family, the policy and their interaction to explain the factors of ageing in place. By exploring the
rules and the rational path of developing the ageing-in-place policy, it aims to feed relevant theoretical de-
velopment and provide policy implication to improve the elderly care policy system in China for ageing in
place. One of the main findings is that the characteristics of the elderly themselves and the changes in their
needs are the factors determining the superiority of ageing in place. Further, the motivation and the resist-
ance of family care and the effects of social services policy on family care provision are the factors deter-
mining the feasibility of this policy. Finally, the policy system of ageing at home is the key factor determin-
ing the effectiveness of social services for supporting it.

Key words: ageing in place; factors; policy choice
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