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Family Resource Endowment, Neighborhood Effect and
Donor Motivation: Evidence from China Family Panel
Studies (CFPS)

Zhou Xiaojian, Wu Hantao
(School of Management, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Using the three-phase panel data of the CFPS surveys, this paper establishes a diachronic
Probit model and an urban-rural contrast Tobit model, and examines the psychological motivation of
Chinese family charitable donations from two mechanisms: family resource endowment and neighbor-
hood effect. The study finds that the positive impact of economic capital on the amount of donation de-
creases with an increase in income; human capital has a stable impact on family donation behavior;
and the enhancing effect of social capital on donation behavior declines with more bureaucratic collec-
tion campaigns. The neighborhood effect and the external characteristics of the group have a differenti-
ated effect on family donation. The sample-by-sample regression shows that while urban families rely
on high levels of family resource endowment, rural families are more dependent on neighborhood so-
cial ties. Therefore, it is advisable to increase investment in the education sector, weaken the bureau-
cratic administration, establish channels of communication and public service system, and adopt differ-
ential incentive policies in urban and rural areas.

Key words: donor motivation; family resource endowment; neighborhood effect
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