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What Kind of Hierarchical Medical System Do We Need?

Shen Shuguang', Du Ling’
(1. School of Government, Sun Yat—sen University, Guangzhou 510006, China;

2. College of International Education, Guangdong University of Finance, Guangzhou 510521, China)

Abstract: The implementation of the hierarchical medical system is the core strategic requirement for
deepening the reform of China's medicine and health care system, and the key to the success of health
care reform. In recent years, China has made some headway in implementing the hierarchical medical
system, but overall, the reform is slow and even stalled in some areas, with many difficulties and ob-
stacles ahead. There exist problems in terms of policies and their implementation, as well as theoretical
misunderstandings and institutional constraints. This paper takes the analysis of the contradiction be-
tween supply and demand of medical facilities and services as the starting point, and then clarifies the
origin, implications and realities of the hierarchical medical system from both theoretical and practical
aspects. On this basis, this paper systematically analyzes the difficulties in the implementation of the
hierarchical medical system in China and explores the underlying reasons, and finally puts forward
some suggestions for the future development of the system.

Key words: hierarchical medical system; resource integration; practical difficulties; policy shifts
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