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Social Security Governance from the Perspective of
Postmaterialist Values

Pu Xiaohong, Zhao Haitang
(School of Public Administration, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610065, China)

Abstract: Political culture plays an intermediary role between economic development and govern-
ance. With China's economic and social development and the improvement of people's material living
standards, the principal contradiction facing Chinese society has evolved into the contradiction be-
tween unbalanced and inadequate development and the people's ever-growing needs for a better life,
indicating the rise of postmaterialist values at the political and cultural level. Social security relates to
the entire life cycle of individuals, and this enduring and close connection makes the general public
strongly sensitive to social security and willing to act on it. Therefore, in terms of the governance of
social security, the rise of postmaterialist values has created a new demand input-oriented and a policy
output-responsive scenario. In this context, in order to enhance the responsiveness and legitimacy of
China's social security governance, it is necessary to guide the construction of social security system
with the idea of shared development, actively promote citizens' participation in social security govern-
ance, accelerate the construction of a comprehensive and multilayered social security system, promote
the modernization of capacity for social security governance, and reconstruct the evaluation system for
social security governance.

Key words: postmaterialist values; social security governance; shared development; principal contra-

diction in Chinese society
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