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Drawing Lessons from International Experience

in the 70-years’ Evolution of China’s Social Security
HUA Ying

(Institute of Population and Labor Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732)

Abstract: Social security is an important social arrangement of all countries, and it is not unusual
for late-comers to learn and draw lessons from the experience of pioneering countries in building
their social security system. In the past 70 years since the founding of the PRC, in both the period
of planned economy and the period of reform and opening-up, the development of social security
has been profoundly influenced by the practice of the pioneering countries. On the whole, in the era
of the planned economy, the Soviet Union as the world’s first socialist country was the main refer-
ence. Social security was embedded in the traditional socialist system, and a pattern of single party
responsibility was formed based on public ownership, characterized by schemes arranged
exclusively by the government. After the reform and opening-up, taking the practice of countries
including European countries, the United States and Chile as well as the proposals of relevant inter-
national organizations as a reference, an independent system, with responsibilities shouldered by
multiple stakeholders, began to materialize. The 70 years of lesson-drawing have both gains and
losses. The practice of lesson-drawing in the future needs to be more rational, so as to contribute to
building of a well-developed social security system with Chinese characteristics in all respects.

Key words: China’s social security; Lesson-drawing from international experience; Institutional change
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