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Historical Development and Current Issues for
Social Security in Japan

Taichi Ono
(National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies <GRIPS>, Tokyo 106—8677, Japan)

Abstract: The origin of the Japanese social security system can be found in the nineteenth century af-
ter the Meiji Restoration, and its legislative frameworks remained in place after the Second World War.
Ageing, declining birth rates and depopulation as a consequence of the first two are the main causes of
any current socio-economic transformation in Japan, let alone social security policy. The changing
economic structure also significantly affects social security policy. The necessity both of fortifying the
social security system and of soliciting a tax increase was broadly shared among major political parties
in Japan. The reason is that a common understanding exists in Japan's society of the indisputable value
of social security to a modern community, in which it should not be made subject to party politics, as
well as of the necessity for reforming the system to make it sustainable in a country of slower econom-
ic growth, "super-ageing" and depopulation. In addition to paying attention to securing the balance be-
tween benefit and burden, the author considers four critical issues that need to be addressed in the
post-Comprehensive Reform era. The first priority is the steady implementation of the policies institut-
ed or due to be instituted by the reform. The second issue is related to the scientific advancement of
medicine, including pharmaceuticals. The third set of issues is related to the promotion of the policy
mix of social security and other related areas, such as housing or the revitalization of the local commu-
nity. Fourth is related to tackling of problems that are not included in the Comprehensive Reform.
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