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Upgrading the Goal of China's Social Assistance:
Bases and Significance

Guan Xinping

(Institute of Social Development and Administration, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: After the two-decade development, China has established a relatively comprehensive
social assistance system, which is playing a significant role in anti-poverty actions. Along with the
economic and social development and the implementation of current anti-poverty programs, however,
the poverty problem is experiencing significant changes, with the declining subsistence poverty but
increasingly prominent relative poverty. In the future, China's anti-poverty actions will be mainly
targeted at persons in relative poverty. The poor people in relative poverty, much more in numbers than
those in subsistence poverty, are those with income higher than the subsistence level, but still living in
some difficulties. Although the contributory social insurance and universal social welfare programs
should make contribution to the actions in this area, social assistance should play a more basic and
significant role in fighting against relative poverty. The main tasks of social assistance in fighting
against relative poverty are, base on the needs of impoverished, to help them narrow income gaps with
non-poor, improve their quality of life, enhance social inclusion and finally empower them to get out
of poverty.

Key words: relative poverty; subsistence poverty; social assistance
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