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Social Security in the First 30 Years after the Founding of the PRC

Jiang Yu
(Macro Economic Research Department, State Council Development Research Center, Beijing 100010, China)

Abstract: From the foundation of the PRC until the launch of the reform and opening-up (1949-1978),
China relied on its unique political, economic and social systems to create a social security system that is in
line with its stage of development and the rules of social development. This social security system gives pri-
ority to human, rather than pure economic development, and embeds social security into the basic political
and economic systems. It combines with mass movements and adopts a localized approach tailored to Chi-
na's national circumstances. In maintaining a relatively higher welfare level and protecting the interest of the
public, the system not only effectively guaranteed the economic take-off of the PRC, but also greatly im-
proved the level of human resources and social solidarity and laid a solid foundation for China's reform and
opening up. This successful historical experience should continue to be carried out in the new era.

Key words: social security; contemporary Chinese history; four self-confidences; Reform and

Opening-up
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