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The Development of the Communist Party of China's Major
Theoretical Understanding of the Social Security System
since the Reform and Opening—up

Ding Jianding
(School of Sociology, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: Since the reform and opening-up, the CPC has gradually developed and deepened its under-
standing of the major theory of the social security system. The social security system has gradually trans-
formed from taking a serving position to facilitate the reform of state-owned enterprise to a basic system for
safeguarding people's lives and regulating social distribution. It is proposed that the goal of the social securi-
ty system is to guarantee and improve people's livelihoods, contribute to a well-off society in an all-round
way and satisfy the people's needs for a better life. Regarding enshrined ideas of social security systems, it is
proposed employment has a vital bearing on people's wellbeing, while social equity, justice and shared de-
velopment should be promoted. In terms of developmental pathways, Chinese characteristics, integrated ur-
ban and rural development and sustainable development are highlighted. The CPC's understanding of the
major theoretical issues of social security systems constitutes an important part of the system of theories of
socialism with Chinese characteristics and an important contribution to the Marxist theory of social security.
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