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Disturbance and Reconstruction Route of Rural Transformation
under New Poverty

Zheng Honge Tong Xing

Abstract One of the important backgrounds of China’s social transformation is the arrival of a global consumer society.

This makes the new poor phenomenon increasingly prominent and it has become a core feature of the whole social transfor—

mation. As a typical manifestation of the new poor in China the new poverty in rural areas not only shows that it is difficult

for villagers to obtain socially accepted standards of living which takes urban life as the reference base in the urban and rural

dual dychotomy but also embodies social psychological poverty caused by consumer desire. As a result the rural consump-

tion transformation is characterized by many difficulties. On the side of private consumption recognition of individual con—

sumption is facing the dilemma of the localized and disembedded relations while the family consumption norms are con—

fronted with the dilemma of materialism and moral relations. On the side of public consumption the supply of public goods

is up against the dilemma of moving up and going to the countryside. In order to cope with these dilemmas it is imperative

to break the structural and cultural dilemma of " new poverty" from the consumption point of view and implement new ur—

banization and new rural construction simultaneously.

Keywords Consumption transformation; New poverty; The new poor; Collective consumption; Private consumption



