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DU BB i R B PR Ry, B 1 AR (FAE04E  FN6E)
A Retrospect and Prospect to the Development of Social Assistance System in China over the
Past Forty Years

LIN Min-gang

Abstract  Through retrospecting the course of the development of social assistance system in China over the
past forty years, it can be found that under the leadership of the government, the social assistance system in Chi-
na has become larger from the smaller, become stronger from the weaker, and covered the entire area from a
point, and that the framework of social assistance system has been formed basically and has become a business
card for the reform and development of China’s social security system. The construction of social assistance sys-
tem in China embodies the baseline thinking of China’s governance, and the social assistance system has shown
the characteristics of multilevel, cross—sector, and strong grass—roots unit. At present, the construction of social
assistance system is actively constructing diversified social assistance agents and is using compound assistance
measures. In the main development trend of future social assistance system, it is based on the new goal “the pos-
sibility of helping for the weak” to promote the transformation of social assistance system, to introduce the idea
of active social assistance to establish an activation—oriented social assistance system, and to promote the estab-
lishment of social assistance system comprehensively by accelerating the process of the legalization of social as-
sistance.

Key words social assistance system; social assistance subject; social security system; the possibility of help-

ing for the weak
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