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“Cishan”; An Etymology Study

WANG Wen-tao
(History and Culture College, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang, Hebei 050024)

Abstract; The Chinese word “cishan” in We: Shu + CuiGuang Zhuang was not the earliest record of the

” and “shan”. Data about “cishan” can be found in inscriptions and other documents

composition of “ci
handed down from ancient times, all of which preceded Wei Shu. The word “cishan” in Da Fang Bian
Fo Bao En Jing, which was translated around the third century, might be the earliest compound
word. Though the word “cishan” was first seen in the Buddhist scriptures, the meaning of it could date
back to pre-Qin period. Similar words about “cishan” in pre-Qin period also included “ren”, “yi” and
so forth. “Bushi”, “yixing” and “xingyi” were similar compound words but came into being prior to
the word “cishan”. During the reign of Emperor Zhao of Han, “xingyi” had been used as a subject to
select officials, which is a testimony of the Han government’s emphasis on advocacy for “cishan”. Af-
ter the Northern and Southern Dynasties, there were increasingly more terms consisting of “yi”.

Key words: cishan; ren’ai; Buddhist scriptures; yixing



